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THE CLASSIC CAR CLUB  
OF BURY ST. EDMUNDS  

Constitution 

NAME  

1. The name of the Club is “The Classic Car Club of Bury St Edmunds”.   

INTERPRETATION  

2. In these rules (unless there is something in the context inconsistent with this):  

 

a. “Club” means The Classic Car Club of Bury St. Edmunds. 

b. “Committee” means a quorum of the members of the Committee for the time being, 

assembled at any place in accordance with these Rules.  

c. “Consent of the Club in General Meeting” and similar expressions mean the consent 

expressed in a resolution passed by a simple majority of Members voting at a duly 

convened General Meeting.  

d. “Financial Year” means the calendar year: Jan 1st to Dec 31st. 

e. “In writing” and “written” includes all means of representing words in visible form.  

f. “Member” means a member of the Club.  

g. “Membership Year” means the calendar year: Jan 1st to Dec 31st. 

h. “Month” means calendar month.  

i. “Register” means Club’s register of Members and officers.  

j. “Rules” means these rules or any amended version of them. 

k. “Secretary” includes an assistant or acting secretary and any person appointed to perform 

the duties of Secretary.  

l. Any reference to persons shall be taken also as a reference to corporations.  

m. The singular form of words shall include the plural, and vice versa.  

n. Words denoting the masculine gender only include the feminine gender, and vice versa. 

BINDING NATURE OF THE RULES 

3. These rules shall bind the Club and all its Members and all persons claiming through them. 

AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION 

4. Amendments to the constitution may only be made at the Annual General Meeting or a Special 

General Meeting. 

 

a. Any proposal to amend the constitution must be given to the Secretary in writing. The 

proposal must then be circulated with the notice of meeting. 

b. Any proposal to amend the constitution will require a two thirds majority of those present 

and entitled to vote. 

ADDRESS  

5. The official correspondence address of the Club shall be 10 Northgate Street, Bury St. Edmunds, 

Suffolk IP33 1RE. 

 

a. The official address may be changed by resolution of the Committee, and such change 

shall not be deemed to be an alteration of these rules.  

b. Written notice of the change shall be given to all Members. 
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OBJECTS 

6. The object of the Club shall be to provide, for the benefit of its Members interested in old and 

classic cars, a means of sharing their knowledge of and passion for these vehicles; a means of 

social intercourse, and the other advantages of a club.  

POWERS OF THE CLUB 

7. The Club shall have the power: 

 

a. to hold, buy or take a lease of any property (including land); to sell, exchange, mortgage, 

lease or borrow against any such property and/or to construct, alter or demolish buildings 

on any land.  

b. to borrow (or raise or secure the payment of money) in such manner as the Committee 

shall think fit. 

c. to receive money by way of subscriptions or on deposit. 

d. to open and operate a bank account 

e. to invest any money not wanted for immediate use in any manner the Committee shall 

think fit.  

f. to do all things necessary or expedient for the accomplishment of its objects. 

APPLICATION OF “PROFITS”  

8. The Club is, in principle, a “not for profit” organisation. 

 

9. Any surplus made by the Club may be: 

 

a. placed in reserve 

b. used to pay down debt 

c. reinvested in improving the facilities of the Club 

d. applied for any other lawful purpose authorised by an Annual or Special General Meeting 

e. subject to a resolution by an Annual or Special General Meeting passed by at least 80 

percent of the Members present, distributed amongst the Members pro-rata to the shares 

they hold in the Club.  

MEMBERSHIP  

10. The Members of the Club shall be such persons as the Committee may from time to time admit as 

Members.  

 

11. Every person seeking membership of the Club must: 

 

a. be at least eighteen years of age and 

b. be proposed and seconded by Members and 

c. have paid to the Club the annual subscription.  This sum shall be repaid if the application 

for membership is not successful.  

d. be subject to election by the Committee.  

 

12. The election of Members shall be by ballot.   

 

a. Applications must be approved by at least 75% of the Committee present at that meeting.  

b. Any candidate rejected shall not be eligible for election until twelve months from the date 

of such rejection.  
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13. The election of a Member shall by notified to him in writing by the Secretary, who shall, at the 

same time, furnish him with a digital copy of these rules and any bye-laws.  

SUBSCRIPTIONS 

14. Every Member of the Club shall pay such annual subscription as may be prescribed from time to 

time by the Members in General Meeting.  

 

15. Any Member whose subscription is more than one month in arrears shall not be entitled to the 

privileges of membership until the subscription has been paid. 

RESIGNING MEMBERSHIP 

16. A Member wishing to resign shall notify the Secretary at least a month before the start of a new 

subscription year, failing which he shall be liable for his subscription for the ensuing year. 

DISCIPLINE 

17. The Committee shall have power to reprimand, suspend (for not more than 6 months), or expel 

any Member who shall infringe any Rule, or whose conduct shall, in their opinion, render him unfit 

for membership; but no Member shall be suspended or expelled without being given an 

opportunity to be heard by the Committee and to advance a defence, nor unless a majority of two-

thirds of the Committee then present shall vote for his suspension or expulsion. 

 

18. Every Member required to appear before the Committee under this Rule shall receive at least 

seven days’ clear notice in writing from the Secretary. Such notice shall contain a statement of the 

reasons for the action taken by the Committee. 

 

19. A suspended Member shall remain liable to pay his subscription but shall not be permitted to use 

any of the facilities of the Club or take any part in the affairs of the Club except as may be 

provided by the Act. 

 

20. A Member suspended or expelled shall have the right to appeal to a general meeting of the Club.  

 

a. The appeal shall not be heard unless the application be lodged in writing with the 

Secretary of the Club within 4 weeks after written notice of suspension or expulsion had 

been served upon the Member.  

b. The appeal shall be heard within 8 weeks of receipt of the notice of appeal. 

CESSATION OF MEMBERSHIP 

21. A Member shall cease to be a Member upon:  

 

a. The death of the Member or 

b. The expulsion of the Member or 

c. The resignation of the Member or 

d. The non-payment by the Member of his subscription for a period of three months of the 

due date. 

INTRODUCTION OF VISITORS  

22. Any Member may introduce friends as his guests.  

 

23. Any Member introducing a visitor shall be entirely responsible for his behaviour. 

 

24. The following shall not be admitted as visitors: 
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a. Suspended Members 

b. Former Members who have been expelled  

c. Persons who, having been nominated, have been refused membership.  

MEETINGS  

25. The Club shall hold a meeting in each year at a place to be determined by the Committee which 

shall be called an Annual General Meeting.  

 

26. At the Annual General Meeting: 

 

a. The Committee shall present a report of the work of the Club over the year. 

b. The Committee will present the accounts of the Club for the previous year. 

c. The officers and Committee for the next year will be elected. 

d. Any other agenda items given to the Secretary in writing at least 7 days in advance of the 

meeting will be discussed. 

 

27. A Special General Meeting shall be held whenever the Committee think expedient or whenever a 

written request for such a meeting, signed by not less than twenty Members, is delivered to the 

Secretary. Should the Secretary fail to convene a Special General Meeting within one month after 

delivery to him of such a request, the Members signing the request may convene such meeting by 

giving such notice as it mentioned in the following rule.  

 

28. Fourteen days’ notice in writing for every General Meeting, stating the business to be transacted 

at such meeting, shall be sent to every Member. 

 

29. No business other than that stated in the notice shall be transacted at such meeting. This shall 

not preclude the discussion, at the discretion of the person chairing the meeting, of items of 

interest to the Members but no decisions regarding any such matters may be made at the 

meeting. 

 

30. At General Meetings, the Chairman (whom failing the Vice-Chairman, whom failing a Member 

elected by those present) shall chair the meeting, and four Members shall form a quorum.  

 

31. Every Member present at any General Meeting shall have one vote. When the votes cast in any 

matter are equal, the chairman of the meeting shall have a casting vote in addition to his vote as 

Member.  

COMMITTEE  

32. The affairs of the Club shall be managed by a Committee, who may exercise all powers of the 

Club that are not by these rules required to be exercised by the Club in General Meeting. No 

decision made by the Club in General Meeting shall invalidate any prior act by the Committee 

which would have been valid if that decision had not been made.  

 

33. There shall be seven members of the Committee. 

 

34. At its first meeting following an Annual General Meeting, the Committee shall elect from its 

members the following Officers: 

 

a. A Chairman, who shall chair both general and committee meetings 

b. A Secretary, who shall be responsible for the taking of minutes and the distribution of all 

papers 
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c. A Membership secretary, who shall be responsible for keeping records of members 

d. A Treasurer who shall be responsible for maintaining the Club’s accounts 

 

35. These Officers shall hold office until the conclusion of the like meeting in the following year.  

 

36. The Committee shall have the power, at any time, to appoint any Member of the Club to be a 

member of the Committee, either to fill a casual vacancy or as an addition to the existing 

members of the Committee provided that the total number of Committee members shall not 

exceed the number fixed in accordance with these rules. Any member so appointed shall hold 

office until the following Annual General Meeting and shall then be eligible for re-election but shall 

not be taken into account when determining who are to retire by rotation at the Annual General 

Meeting.  

ELECTION OF THE COMMITTEE 

37. At every Annual General Meeting one third of the members of the Committee or, if their number is 

not three or a multiple of three, the number nearest to one third shall retire from office.  

 

38. The members of the Committee to retire in any year shall be those who have been longest in 

office since their last election. As between persons who became members of the Committee at 

the same time, those to retire shall (unless otherwise agreed among themselves) be determined 

by lot. 

 

39. A retiring member of the Committee shall be eligible for re-election.  

 

40. The Club, at the meeting at which a member of the Committee retires in this way, may fill such 

vacancy or any other vacancy in the committee by electing one or more committee members. 

 

41. To be eligible for election to the committee a person must be: 

 

a. A Member of the Club 

b. Proposed and seconded by Members 

c. Included on the list of candidates circulated at least seven days before the General 

Meeting 

REGULATION OF COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

42. The Committee shall, subject to these rules, have the power to regulate their meetings as they 

think fit.  

  

43. The quorum necessary for the transaction of the business of the Committee shall be four.  

 

44. The Chairman (whom failing the Vice-Chairman, whom failing a member of the Committee 

elected at the meeting) shall preside at meetings of the Committee.  

 

45. Questions arising at any meeting shall be determined by a majority of votes and in case of an 

equality of votes the chairman of the meeting shall have a second or casting vote. 

 

46. The Committee may delegate any of their powers to sub-committees consisting of such of the 

members of the committee as they think fit and any sub-committee so formed shall, in the 

exercise of the powers so delegated, conform to any regulations that may be imposed on it by the 

Committee.  
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47. All acts done by any meeting of the Committee or sub-committee or by a member acting as a 

member of either such body shall, notwithstanding that it be afterwards discovered that there was 

some defect in the appointment of such member, or that they or any of them were disqualified, be 

as valid as if every such person had been duly appointed.  

 

48. A member of the Committee may enter into contracts or arrangements with the Club and may act 

by himself or his Firm in a professional capacity for the Club, and he or his Firm shall be entitled 

to payment or remuneration for professional services as if he were not a member of the 

committee, provided always that no such person shall vote in respect of any contract or 

arrangement in which he is interested.  

 

49. A member of the Committee or of a sub-committee may resign at any time by notice in writing to 

the Club, and such resignation shall be effective immediately upon its receipt by the Secretary.  

 

50. A member of the Committee or of a sub-committee may be removed by the Club in General 

Meeting.  

FINANCES 

51. All money raised by or on behalf of the Club is only to be used to further the aims of the Club. 

 

52. A bank account will be maintained on behalf of the Club at a bank agreed by the committee.  

 

a. Three cheque signatories will be nominated by the Committee (one to be the Treasurer).  

The signatories must not be related nor members of the same household. 

b. All payments will be signed by two of the signatories. 

i. For cheque payments, the signatories will sign the cheque. 

ii. For other payments (such as BACS payments, cash withdrawals, debit card 

payments or cash payments), a requisition note will be signed by two signatories, 

and held by the treasurer. 

 

53. Records of income and expenditure will be maintained by the Treasurer and a financial statement 

given at each committee meeting.  These shall be kept in digital form. 

 

54. Any Member or person having an interest in the funds of the Club shall be allowed to inspect an 

electronic copy of the Club’s accounts and the Register of Members.  

AUDIT 

55. The Club shall in each year of account appoint a person (“Auditor”) to examine its accounts and 

balance sheet for that year. The person need not be a professional auditor. 

 

56. Every appointment of an auditor shall be made by resolution of a General Meeting of the Club but 

the Committee may appoint an auditor to fill any casual vacancy occurring between general 

meetings of the Club.  

REGISTERS OF MEMBERS 

57. The Club must keep a register of Members and officers. 

 

58. The following information must be entered on the Register in relation to each Member: 

 

a. the Member’s name and email address;  

b. the date the person was entered on the Register as a Member;  

c. (where applicable) the date the person ceased to be a Member.  
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59. The following information must be entered on the Register in relation to each officer: 

 

a. the officer’s name, email and postal address;  

b. the office held;  

c. the date the person took office; 

d. the date upon which he relinquished office.  

 

60. Where it appears to the Club that an electronic address shown on the is no longer current, the 

Club may remove that address from the Register.  

 

61. The Register may be kept in any way decided by the Committee.  

 

62. Every Member shall notify the Secretary in writing of any change of address.  

COPIES OF RULES  

63. A digital copy of these rules shall be delivered by the Secretary to every person on demand and 

free of charge or a paper copy at a cost not exceeding £5.00.  

NOTICES  

64. A notice may be given by the Club to any Member either personally or by sending it by post or 

email to him at the address supplied by him to the Club for the giving of notices to him.  

 

a. Where a notice is sent by post, service shall be deemed to be effected by properly 

addressing, prepaying and posting a letter containing the notice and to have been 

effected at the expiration of 48 hours after the letter was posted.  

b. Where a notice is sent by email, service shall be deemed to be effected by properly 

addressing and sending an email containing the notice and to have been effected at the 

expiration of 12 hours after the email was sent.  

DISSOLUTION OF THE CLUB 

65. The Club may, at any time, be dissolved by the consent of seventy-five percent of the Members. 

 

66. Upon the dissolution of the Club its net assets (if any) shall be divided equally amongst its 

Members. 

AMENDMENT OF THESE RULES  

67. No new rule shall be made, nor shall any of these rules be amended or rescinded, without the 

consent of the Club in General Meeting.  

 

68.  No amendment of rules is valid until registered in accordance with the Act.  

DISPUTES  

69. If any dispute shall arise between: 

 

a. a Member  

b. or any person claiming through a Member or under the rules, 

c. or any person aggrieved who has ceased to be a Member,  

d. or any person claiming through such person aggrieved  
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and the Club, or any officer of the Club, it shall be decided by reference to the Members in 

general meeting, or any persons appointed by them who shall be deemed to be the sole 

arbitrators of the dispute and whose decision shall be final.  

 

70. In this rule the expression “dispute” includes any dispute arising on the question whether a 

Member or person aggrieved is entitled to be or continue to be a Member or to be reinstated as a 

Member but, save as aforesaid, in the case of any person who has ceased to be a Member, does 

not include any dispute other than a dispute on a question between him and the Club or arises out 

of his previous relation as a Member of the Club  


